U.S. Agency Grants Illegal Seal Permit by unknown
HSUS Photographic Safari 
By Roger Caras 
Over the years, because of my work 
as a naturalist and photographer, I have 







(Th e  Asian 
version of sa­
fari is shikar 
-both once 
meant hunting 




More time than I can count, friends 
and associates have said they dreamed 
of taking such a trip some day. Al­
though they often said it half in jest, I 
am convinced a great many people 
meant it. 
In cqoperation with Park East Tours 
of New York, experts in East African 
travel, I am putting together a photo­
graphic animal and bird-watching safari 
for February, 1976. We will travel in 
the major wildlife areas of Kenya and 
Tanzania. I shall take great personal 
pleasure in introducing a number of peo­
ple to Africa and its splendid wildlife 
for the first time. A first-timer on safari 
is almost as much fun as the animals­
wider eyes cannot be imagined. 
If you have ever dreamed of going on 
a safari, join us. Write for a beautiful 
descriptive brochure containing the 
details and cost. Those people who par­
ticipate will receive all necessary in­
structions and information well in ad­
vance. 
Go to East Africa with Roger Caras 
Deluxe 16-Day Photographic Safari Tour 
For HSUS Members and Friends 




• Round trip jet from New York • Luxury accommodations at the Nairobi Hilton 
and the magnificent wildlife lodges of Kenya and Tanzania • A thrilling photograph­
ic safari through the great wildlife parks of East Africa, including Treetops • Bird­
watching at the luxurious Mt. Kenya Safari Club • A visit to the world famous animal 
orphanage • Expert courier-guides • Private, chauffeured minibuses. 
Your host will be HSUS Vice President Roger Caras. 
Clip out and mail to: 
Park East Tours Inc. 
1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023 
Gentlemen: 
Please send me the brochure containing complete information regarding the HSUS 
photographic safari to Africa departing February, 1976. 
Name __ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ ______ _ __ _ 
Street--------- --,----- - - - - ------ - -
City __ ___ ____ State -- - ---- Zip ---- - - -
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U. S. Agency Grants 
Illegal Seal Permit 
HSUS has uncovered information that 
indicates that the National Marine Fish­
eries Service (NM FS) granted permis­
sion to a New Jersey zoo to take a 
California sea lion into captivity without 
learning that the zoo had falsified the 
request. 
The information contains a record of 
such sloppy investigative and operating 
procedures that it calls into serious 
question the service's willingness to ef­
fectively execute and enforce the U.S. 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, for 
which it is responsible. 
According to the information un­
covered by HSUS, one of two sea lions 
owned by the Cohanzick Zoo of Bridge­
ton, N.J., was dead when the zoo 
applied for permission to obtain a third 
sea lion in December, 1973. The infor­
mation indicates that the zoo may have 
deliberately falsified the request by 
stating it already maintained two healthy 
sea lions. Furthermore, the second sea 
lion died before the request was ap­
proved, without the zoo having notified 
NM FS of the death. 
HSUS Vice President and General 
Counsel Murdaugh Stuart Madden wrote 
to NMFS on Feb. 25 requesting an ex­
planation of "this questionable and 
bizarre incident" and criticizing NMFS 
for failing to prosecute the zoo. "We 
would suggest that in the face of this 
record, replete with evidence of illegality 
and falsification, this lack of affirma­
tive action gives some clear indication 
that your personnel are either unwilling 
or unable to take effective action to en­
force the act, even under the clearest 
and simplest of fact situations," he said. 
No reply had been received by press 
time. 
HSUS Director of Wildlife Protection 
Sue Pressman expressed even more 
alarm over the situation. "If the Cohan­
zick Zoo gets away with this, every zoo 
in the country will know they don't have 
to provide accurate or truthful infor­
mation to obtain marine mammals," she 
declared."You will see an epidemic of 
falsified requests!" 
The case is further complicated by the 
fact that NMFS returned all records to 
the zoo when it withdrew the request last 
November after being questioned about 
the accuracy of its statements. Conse­
quently,_ NMFS officials now may have 
no evidence with which to prosecute the 
case. □ 
Zoo Conflicts Cause 
Suffering for Animals 
When the administrators and care­
taker staff of a zoo are locked in fierce 
disagreement over operating proce­
dures, you can be sure that the animals 
are being deprived of adequate care and 
attention. 
HSUS zoo expert Sue Pressman had 
this belief confirmed recently when she 
visited two southwestern zoos involved 
in labor-management disputes. In Tulsa, 
Okla., she found that employes were 
justified in complaining that caretaker 
procedures were inadequate to ensure 
the well-being of the animals. In Al­
buquerque, N.M., she discovered that 
animals were becoming increasingly 
neglected as a strike by zoo employes 
continued into the fourth week. 
Mrs. Pressman was called to the 
Tulsa zoo in January to mediate a 
strike threat by zoo employes caused 
by the zoo director's suspension of three 
members of the caretaker staff. The 
employes had been suspended after 
voicing their dissatisfaction with care­
taker procedures to members of the 
press. Information uncovered during 
interviews with employes and adminis­
trators convinced Mrs. Pressman that 
major changes needed to be made in 
administrative policies in order to pro­
vide proper care for the animals. On 
an inspection tour of zoo grounds she 
found several major hazards to the 
health and welfare of the animals. 
Among the discrepancies she cited 
were these: (a) cage and fence wire in 
"deplorable" condition (one animal 
had been killed after an animal in an 
adjoining exhibit broke through weak 
fencing and attacked it); (b) low areas 
within the grounds susceptible to flood­
ing, providing breeding areas for dis­
ease; (c) vague instructions dis­
seminated about staff duties, causing 
confusion and poor morale; (d) inade­
quate system for disseminating infor­
mation to keepers on animals' diets; 
(e) need for the zoo veterinarian to take 
a greater role in management, with em­
phasis on nutrition, preventative medi­
cine, and pest control. 
To correct labor-management prob­
lems and physical discrepancies, Mrs. 
Pressman strongly recommended that 
a second-in-con.mand executive be 
hired to handle day-to-day management 
requirements. "This person should 
come from another zoological garden 
Victor Scheffer: Conference Speaker 
because of the obvious need for fresh 
ideas," she said. 
The zoo's problems were under­
scored a few weeks after Mrs. Press­
man's investigation when a pair of rare 
white rhinos died from intestinal infec­
tion. The animals' keeper reported he 
had requested that the zoo veterinarian 
examine the rhinos on several occa­
sions but that his requests had been 
ignored. 
Animal mortality has been a major 
problem at the zoo for some time. In 
1973, 173 animals died out of an inven­
tory of 887. "A high mortality rate is 
almost always symptomatic of major 
problems in zoo administration," Mrs. 
Pressman said. 
"It may be that the only way for the 
zoo to overcome its very serious prob­
lem is for the director to step aside," 
Mrs. Pressman said early this spring." 
If all other measures fail, the hiring of a 
new director may provide the only hope 
for this zoo to survive." 
Mrs. Pressman visited the Albu­
querque zoo because she was afraid the 
animals were being neglected during a 
heated three-week strike by 15 zoo 
employes. Her fears were confirmed 
when she learned that the mortality rate 
had risen considerably. 
"The union work stoppage has placed 
the entire zoological park in a state of 
stress," she wrote Mayor Harry Kinney 
following her visit. "Animals and staff 
cannot continue much longer under 
these circumstances." 
The strike has since ended, but the 
reason for it being called-the demotion 
rather than the firing of the zoo director­
has not yet been resolved. □ 
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Speakers Annou need 
For 1975 Conference 
Two leading international authorities 
on animal welfare will be featured 
speakers at the HSUS Annual Confer­
ence Oct. 16-19 in Houston, Texas. 
Victor 8. Scheffer, literary naturalist 
and world authority on the biology of 
marine mammals, and Ruth Harrison, 
the world's leading critic on the negative 
effects of factory farming on animals, 
will address conferees at the Houston 
Oaks Hotel. 
Scheffer, an HSUS member, served 
for more than 30 years as a biologist in 
the National Park Service, Forest Serv­
ice, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. He 
retired in 1969 to write and lecture. 
Among the many honors he has received 
are the U.S. Dept. of the Interior's Dis­
tinguished Service Award and the John 
Burroughs Medal for the best book in 
the field of natural history in 1970, "The 
Year of the Whale." Scheffer is widely 
known for his writings dealing with the 
protection and preservation of the en­
vironment. Among his books are "The 
Year of the Seal," "A Voice for Wild­
life," and "The Seeing Eye." 
Dr. Scheffer will address HSUS con­
ferees on "The Future of Wildlife Man­
agement" on Saturday, Oct. 18. 
Mrs. Harrison, author of "Animal Ma­
chines," a book exposing the cruelties 
of livestock reared on factory farms, 
will spea_k Friday, Oct. 17, on "Factory 
Farming: Ecological Plunder." 
Dr. Lloyd C. Faulkner, chairman of 
the Dept. of Physiology and Biophysics 
at Colorado State University's College 
of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Science, will also speak on Friday, Oct. 
17. Dr. Faulkner is one of the nation's 
leading authorities and researchers on 
contraceptives for cats and dogs. 
HSUS zoo expert Sue Pressman will 
conduct two pre-conference educa­
tional symposiums at the Houston Zoo 
on Thursday, Oct. 16. Zoo curators will 
discuss special problems of captive an­
imals and the Houston Zoo's methods of 
dealing with them. The number of per­
sons who can participate in the sympo­
siums will be limited. Information on 
how to register for the symposiums and 
a complete conference agenda with 
registration blanks will be published in 
the summer issue of The Humane So­
ciety News. □ 
